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In the Claims : 

Claims 1-21 (canceled) 

Claim 22 (new): A DC driver circuit coupled to a tip/ring line, said DC driver 
circuit comprising: 

a first capacitor coupled to a first switch, said first switch coupled to an 
amplification circuit, said amplification circuit being coupled to said tip/ring line; 

an RC circuit coupled to a second switch, said second switch coupled to said 
amplification circuit, said RC circuit comprising a second capacitor and at least one 
resistor; 

said first switch being closed and said second switch being closed during a make 
state to cause said amplification circuit to draw current from said tip/ring line; 

said first switch being open and said second switch being open during a break state 
to prevent said amplification circuit from drawing current from said tip/ring line; 

a third switch having a first terminal coupled to a voltage source and a second 
terminal coupled to said first capacitor, said third switch being closed during said break 
state to precharge said first capacitor to enable said first capacitor to transfer charge onto 
said second capacitor at initiation of said make state; 

wherein said RC circuit, said first switch, and said amplification circuit share a 
common node such that a rate of discharge of a voltage at said common node is controlled 

Page 2 of 7 

01CXT0212C 

PACE 7/12 * RCVD AT 7/15/2005 2:21 :27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO.EFXRF-1/2B » DNIS: 2738300 * CSID:B4fl 282 1002 ■ DURATION (mm-ss): 04-08 


07/15^2005 FRI 11:27 FAX 949 282 1002 FARJAMI & FAR J AM I LLP USPTO @ 008/012 

•i 

Attorney Docket No.: 01CON23 IP 

by changing at least one value of said second capacitor and said at least one resistor, 
thereby changing a rate at which a DC loop current at said tip/ring line changes; wherein 
said amplification circuit comprises an op amp coupled to a first transistor. 

Claim 23 (new): The DC driver circuit of claim 22 wherein said first transistor is 
coupled to a second transistor. 

Claim 24 (new): The DC driver circuit of claim 22 wherein said first transistor is 
coupled to said tip/ring line, wherein said first transistor is caused to draw current from 
said tip/ring line in said make state, and wherein said first transistor is prevented from 
drawing current from said tip/ring line in said break state. 

Claim 25 (new): The DC driver circuit of claim 23 wherein said first and second 
transistors are coupled to said tip/ring line, wherein said first and second transistors are 
caused to draw current from said tip/ring line in said make state, and wherein said first 
and second transistors are prevented from drawing current from said tip/ring line in said 
break state. 

Claim 26 (new): The DC driver circuit of claim 22 wherein said tip/ring line is 
coupled to a modem. 
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Claim 27 (new): A circuit for reducing a peak voltage at a selected line, said 
circuit comprising: 

at least one transistor driving said selected line; 

said at least one transistor being driven by a first capacitor when said circuit is in a 
make state; 

said at least one transistor being driven by an RC circuit when said circuit is in a 
break state, said RC circuit comprising a second capacitor and at least one resistor; 

said RC circuit reducing said peak voltage at said selected line when said circuit 
transitions from said make state to said break state; 

a voltage source coupled to said first capacitor during said break state to precharge 
said first capacitor to enable said first capacitor to transfer charge onto said second 
capacitor at initiation of said make state; 

wherein said RC circuit, a first switch, and an amplification circuit share a 
common node such that a rate of discharge of a voltage at said common node is controlled 
by changing at least one value of said second capacitor and said at least one resistor, 
thereby changing a rate at which a DC loop current at said selected line changes; wherein 
said at least one transistor is driven by an op amp. 

Claim 28 (new): The circuit of claim 27 wherein said op amp is driven by said 
first capacitor when said circuit is in said make state. 
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Claim 29 (new): The circuit of claim 27 wherein said second capacitor has a first 
terminal coupled to said op amp and a second terminal coupled to ground. 

Claim 30 (new): The circuit of claim 29 wherein said first capacitor has a first 
capacitance value that is substantially greater than a second capacitance value of said 
second capacitor. 

Claim 31 (new): The circuit of claim 27 wherein said at least one resistor of said 
RC circuit has a first terminal coupled to said op amp and a second terminal coupled to 
ground. 
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